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TORRANCE SOLDIER R.ETURNS A HERO .

E. Meyer, above right,

at' Cabanatuan, near
P o]

. . Corporal Don
who escaped the Japanese prison camp
Manila, P. I, and brought back to the
ar D ble information for use against the Japs,
arrived home Friday and will be honored by Torrance Rotary
Club tonight. ' He is seen above being congratulated by Judge
Otto B. Willett, president of Rotary, who extended the invita-
tion to the hero—(Torrance Herald photo) 5 4

RETURNED HERO, WHO FLED
JAP PRISON CAMP, WILL BE
HONORED TONIGHT BY ROTARY

“Cpl. Don E, Meyer, national hero who is one of the few to
escape. a Japahese prison camp, Is home in Torrance, and he
will be honored by Torrance Rotary club tonight at the big
football banquet which more than 100 persons are expected to
attend. The son @f Mr. and Mrs. E. F. Meyer, 21730 S. Figueroa
st, and a brother of Jimmyx

Meyer, student at Torrance high

school, Cpl, Meyer spent almost

three years inJapanese captiv-
ity, -and escaping _recently, he
made his way around the world

landing in New York on Dec. 2.

" Taken into the arms of the na-

“tion and made the official guest

of the War Department, Cpl

Meyer has told his story to

those who can make the best

use of it in winning the war
and saving others in the hands
of the Japanese, and little can
. be written about his experignces,

However, home in Torrance,|
where he arrvived last Friday,
the young soldier -was imme-

diately invited.by Judge Otto B:
( Willett, president (of Torrance

Rotary_club to be the guest of

- the club as the first of a series
of civic honors to be paid the
young hero who wears the

Presidential Citation ribbon, the

@

Order of ‘the Purple Heart, the
Good Conduct medal, an over-
seas ribbon and service star for
action prior to Pearl Harbor,
and the Asiatic campaign bar
with one star.

Decoratéd

Gen. George C. Marshall, chief
of staff, personally decorated
the corporal with the Order of
the Purple Heart.

‘Corporal ‘Meyer: was taken
prisoner' on Corregidor on May
6, 1942, and was forced to stay
on the island to help rebuild air
fields and fortifications.

He ‘had fair food in those
days, he said, the Japanese al-
lowing some of the,prisoners to
eat captured American army ra-
‘tions,

He was taken to Camp No, 1,
at Cabanatuan, near Manila, aft-
er about six months, and there
held with thousands of other
war prisoners until his escape.

During this period, he dropped
in weight from 158 pounds to
109 pounds, and he "said men
died in the prison camp at a
rate of almost 50 a day, due to
lack of food or brutal treat:
ment,

. He was forced to work for the
Japanese, and said “there were
plenty of picks and shovels, and
plenty of pick handles right be-
hind  you. They sure used
them.”

City, Chamber
Directors Form
~ Postwar Plans

Directors of the Torrance
Chamber of Commerce, the City
Council and the Qity Planning
Contmission will “form a Tor-
rance Postwar Planning commis-
sion to lay the groundwork for
development here after the war,

Olt was announced yesterday.

Japs Steal Food

He said of the many Red
Cross war prisoner packages
sent to his camp, food frequent-
ly was seized by the Japanese
ag '“the Japs like Red Cross
prisoner-of-war foods.”. He said
the medicine sent by the Red
Cross saved many lives in his
camp, ;!

Of the scores of letters. sent
him by his mother, Meyer said
he received only four. His moth.
er likewise had received only a
few of the many letters written
by the corporal.

How the corporal and four
other soldiers escaped cannot be
told at this time, he said, nor
can the tale of his travels after
his escape be divulged. How-
ever, he said, as soon as the
War Department permits its re-
lease, it will make a good story.

The corporal enlisted in Oc-
tober, 1941, and was sent to
Nichols 'Army Air Base, Manila,
with the 698rd Aviation Ordnande
unit, on Nov. 20, 1942, Later he
was sent to Corregidor where
he was captured after the fall
of that fortress island,

Prior to entering the service,
he worked for Fellows & Stew-
art, where his father now is em-
ployed,

The corporal has a 90-day
leave, after which he will report
to Santa Monica Redistribution
center and has the choice of
any army school which he de.

The City Council and Planning
“Commission’ have invited the
chamber postwar planning body,
comprised of the directors, to
meet in a joint session on Tues-
day, Jan. 2, according to Harry
B. Lewis, executive secretary.

E. W. Quimby, manager of J.
J. Newberry Co., has been ap-
pointed by the Retail Merchants
division of the chamber to repre-
sent that body on the new com-
mission. .

City Clerk A. H. Bartlett noti-
fied the chamber of the action
of the City Council, and invited
the chamber directors to the
session on Jan. 2.

Tragedy Strikes
Twice In Home

Of Mrs. Herlett

' Double tragedy struck the
home of Mrs. Katherine Herlett
within a few weeks, the first
incident belng the report of the
War Department that her hus-
band, 1st Lt. James Herlett, was
missing in action.

The second was the death of
her father, Frank Ernest Wolff,
who died Dec. 8 at 'las Angeles,
Mr, Wolff was born in Colville,
Washe, on Sept. 28, 1882, Serv-

ing and promotion,
ices were conducted at Snyder's B i P!

Southwest funeral parlor on
Dec. 11 at 8 p.m,, with Rev. g:i S"ver Shr for

bert Davidson officiating,
interment was in Inglewood
Park cemetery,

Late information from the
government indicates that Lt

Harry Sammond

Private First Class Harry W:
Sammond, 262387 Eshelman st.,

ESTABLISHED 1914 . .
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TORRANCE PRE

be held in the Civic Auditoriu
Eve, commencing at 2:30 p.m.,

Order of Moose, No. 785, is co-
ordinating the efforts of all or-
ganizations within the city, to
insure that all of the innumer-
able details are taken care of in
connection with the gigantic en-
tertainment and party arranged
during the past weeks.
Following the entertainment,
gifts of candy, fruit and nuts
will be distributed to all. Tor-
rance children 15 years of age
and under and to all of the
children of service men and
women in the. Torrance trade
area, including Gardena, Lomi-
ta, Walteria, Harbor City, Roll-
ing Hills, Palos Verdes Estates
and_Hollywood Riviera, This, it
was pointed out, takes in all of
the territory covered by the
Torrance Selective Service
Board. Although ' invitations
have been sent out by the local
Moose Lodge, it is urged that
all children embraced in the
foregoing categories attend the
party. All citizens are also urged
to pass word on to children of
their acquaintance,

The entertainment is open, to
the general public. The enter-
tainment program, arranged by
the Modse Lodge committee, is
as follows:

Coco and Loco,
clowns,

Jack McAfee, comedian,
Captain Jones and Co., magi-
cians,

Serge Flash, juggler.

Al Connors, trained dogs and
sensational wagon wheel act.
Labe Safro, * champion bag
puncher,

Phil and Dottie Phelps, novel-
ty head balancing, *

The _Craigs, rolling globe and
balancing. g i
Cherokee  Bill,
Western novelty.
Motter Brothers, athletic nov-
elty. v
In addition to the party and
entertainment, the Moose Lodge
has. projected the perpetial gift
to our own Torrance Military
hospital in the form of installa-
tion of head:phones and newly-
invented broadcasting system,
which will permit patients to se-
lect a wide range of programs
at will. Our boys on the sick
and wounded list will be able to
while away many an hour which
would otherwise be dreary, This
ideal Christmas gift has been
acclaimed by all of the indus-
tries, merchants and citizens,
Torrance City Firemen are go-
ing ‘“all out” for the big Moose
party, ‘and are spending their
idle moments sacking the thous-
ands of bags of nuts, etc., to be
given away at the big party.
The donations to date are list-
ed herewith, - With only two
week days left prior to the par-
ty .and entertainment, the fi-
nance committee reports that
many more donations are antici-
pated. The donation blank fur-
nished may be used to sub:
scribe to this worthy cause,
The following donations have

comedy

Indian' and

ENTERTAIN THOUSANDS OF
ICHILDREN CHRI

The Torrance Civic Christmas party and entertainment, to

Ing success, according to the reports of the various committees
In charge of the planning and preparation.
The Torrance Lodge of Loyal¥

PARES TO
STMAS EVE

um “Sunday, “Dec;' 24, Christmas
bids fair to being an outstand-

| ganizations and citizens endors-
ing this party and  entertain-
ment:
Subscriptions
City of Torrance ... $
Loyal Order of Moose,
Lodge No. 785 .............
Moose Club, Torrance
activities 2
James W, Barker ...
Bohn Aluminum and

Brass . Co. ..
Women of the Moose,

Chapter No, 44 ... . 50.00
William and Ila Ambach  25.00
Oil Workers’ Union,

No. 128 ...... . 25.00
Milky Williams, U.S.W.O.

No. 1414 125,00
J. C. Penney Co., Inc,

Torrance .. 15.00
National Home Appli-

ance Coe .. 5.00
Sam Levy Department

Store .. e - 15,00
Mrs. Irene Burton Lewis  10.00

J. A. Evans, Evans

Gift Shop .
Allen’s Lunch
Gertrude Locatelli ...
Mrs. Ethel Johnson .

Verdi Dress Shop 5.00
A. H. Bartlett ... 5.00
Mrs, E. M, Scanlon .. 5.00
C. Merton Gilbert .. 5.00
Torrance Pharmacy . 5.00
E. W. Quimby ... 5.00
L.A.W. Manufacturing

Co. ... 5.00
Tiny Tyke Shop 5.00
Gerald H. Packard . 5.00
Anonymous 5.00
Earl Laws .. 3.00
T, J. Wilkes ‘200
F. Hodges .. 1.00
William Wade .. 1.00
H. H. Cooke 1.00
H._ Colburn 1.00
‘John Welch 1.00
L. MacArthur . 1.00
Home Liquor Store .. 10.00
Mr. and Mrs. Art

Sullivan 10.00
Ladies’ Auxiliary,

VEW. ... 25.00
Devore Electric Ca. 10.00
Spotless Dry Cleaners.... 1.00
Ikes General Petro-

leum Station 5.00,
El Prado Furnit 5.00
Bernard Lee. ... 2.00
Ira Cunningham . 10.00
Lovelady. Family 2,00
C. T. Rippy 5.00
Schillings Cleaners 10.00
C. B. Mitchell 5.00
Earl Wells 5.00
The Gay Shop . 5.00
Felker Mfg, Co. 100.00
Charlene ... 5.

Total $2,297.10
IS CONVALESCENT

John Rudolph Bowen, son of
Mr, and Mrs, W. E. Bowen,
is convalescing from a tonsil-
ectomy which he underwent
this week at Torrance Memor-
ial hospital.

FROM PALM SPRINGS

Mrs, F. Harwood Clark and
daughter Judy returned last
Sunday from a visit at Palm
Springs, -

been received to date from or-x

TO: LODGE No. 785,

1951 CARSON STREET,
TORRANCE, CALIF.

to aid in the civic Christmas
special gift to the Torrance Mil

LOYAL ORDER OF MOOSE,

Attached please ﬁngl donation in the sum of §...

party and entertainment and
litary hospital.

as ‘good things on the table,

loved on
- thing mi

are wearing G.I.

long delayed. r

sought to follow a little closer in the steps of the N
In many of our homes, gladness will be tinged with sad-
ness on Christmas Day this year, Mothers, as they prepare

An Editorial

MERRY CHRISTMAS

Down through the centuriés, Christmas, in addition to
its deep religious significance,
— day of play and gayety and great excitement for children,
and a day when men and women took off time from toil to
enjoy the companionship of their friends and neighbors. Tt
has been a day of brotherly love, a day of goodness,

has heen a*day of good cheer

, as well
for once a year mankind has
aster.

the Christmas dinner, will pray.silently that their sons will
come back to them, and fathers will long for their boys and
hury the hurt in their hearts when they sit down to the table

without them, TFor wives and sisters and sweethearts, whose

uniforms, there will be some-

sing from  Christmas.- But there will he courage
and strong hope,’ too—hope born of the sureness that the
tide of battle has turned and that the end may not be too

“There is not the pall over Christmas this year that there
was on that dark Christmas which. followed ‘so .close on the
tragedy of Pearl Harbor. Despite war's burdens, we should
all have gratitude in our hearts that the defeat of our ene-
mies, though not yet accomplished, has become a certainty,
and that the day of peace has come miich nearer. And we
should be eternally thankful that America has been spared
the fearful devastation and’ tragedy visited on other coun-
tries which have been laid waste by bombs and enemy troops.
This year, far more ‘than last, or any year since the out-
break of war, we have reason to he thankful—
to extend the Yuletide greeting, “Merry Christmas!”

and reason

"Sixth War Loan
Torrance Drive
$33,265 Short

Torrance last night stood just
$33,265 short of its Sixth War
Loan quota of $840,000, accord-
ing to Hillman R. Lee, chairman
of the Sixth War Loan drive.
The total’ bond purchases
amaunt ‘to, $8086,735,

One of the last minute addi-
tions to Torrance's total was
that of Southern California Edi-
son Co., which allocated an ad-
ditional $15,000. in* bond pur-
chases to Torrance making a to-|
tal of $50,000 for the - Edison
Company in the Sixth War Loan
drive, ¢

Bond buyers have only until
Christmas Day to have ' their
purchases apply against = the
Sixth War Loan quota, accord-
ing to Chairman Lee, and he
urged a - last-minute effort to
put Torrance over the top.

+ “We have not failed yet,” he
said, “and we must not: let it
happen now, particularly in
view of reverses on the German
front -and the Christmas period
when usually ‘more money  is
circulating than at any other
time of year.

tween now and Christmas Day,
and put Torrance over the top,”
he urged, .

Chairman Lee explained that
all bonds have to be in the
hands of Federal Reserve banks
by Dec. 30 to count against the
Sixth War Loan drive quota,
and that outlying ‘communities,
in a way, are penalized in that
it requires about five days for

a bond from Torrance and simi-

lar communities to reach the
Federal Reserve bank.

Los Angeles, for instance, can
buy up until the last day, Dec.
30, and get under the wire for
the Sixth War Loan quota, he
sald, but not Torrance.

That is why the drive is con-
tinuing longer in other commu-
nities, Lee said,

“It's ‘not too late for Southern
California to top the nation in
Sixth War Loan bond pur-
chases.” :
Robert H. Moulton, chairman
of the Treasury War Finance
Committee for this area, issued
this incid

(Signatureé)

sires to attend for further train-

wi
that Southern

the
[of

Says About 1945 in

W. Babson's  “BUSINESS 'AND
1/45” on Dec. 28. You will find

Among
cast

Roger W. Babson Was 9i% Correct in
His 1944 Predictions; Read What He

* The Torrance Herald and Lomita News will publish Roger

.Wur and Peace

This Newspaper

FINANCIAL OUTLOOK FOR
the story on page 1,
other. topics, Bahson will fore-

Securit!

orlett may be a’ prisoner of| Lomita, today the Sil- and
E.Lx:, lnaumxch as n):: trace of| ver Star medal ded by the In his field,
the infantry platoon leader, nor| War Department for “gallantry | his pr 1 of in
his body, has been found. This|in action” while in combat We are calling his 1845
is being investigated through| March 15, 1944, in the Solomon

sual channels, it was sald, Islands, value,

Jobs and Payrolls
Commodity Prices and Retall Sales
Farming and Industry

Politles and Taxes

Forelgn Trade and Our Allies
Babson,
(! ial trends since 1898, continues to enjoy an

OUTLOOK to our readers’ attention
hecause we belleve that everyone will find It of Interest and

fos and Real Estate

who has been forecasting

He was 91 per cent correct in
1944!

had gone over the top
with a total of $466,080,000, or
three per cent above ‘the overall
quota,

v “If every income earner who
can possibly do so will buy an
extra war bond before Dec. 30,
we have a good chance for first
place in the national drive,”
Moulton said.

8o far, heaviest total of bond
purchases has been by corpora-
tions, but the special issues in
which they placed the bulk of
their surplus funds were taken
off the market Dec. 16,

“The corporations are far
above their quota,” Moulton
sald. “Now it's up to Mr. and
Mrs, John Citizen to really dig
deep in order to go over the
top with our ‘individual quota.
“We not only should make
this quota but we should exceed
It by the widest possible margin

(Continued on Page 6-A)

“Put all you can' in bonds be-|.

‘Herald, News
Offices to Be
Closed 3 Days

Offices of both the Torrance
- Herald and Lomita News will
be closed Saturday, Sunday
and Monday, Dec. 23, 24 and
25, in observance of ' the
Christmas holiday.

Publication of both papers
will. be on Thursday, as usual,
Dec, 28. The staffs of the
Herald and the News extend
their sincere wishes for a hap-
‘py Christmas to all subscrib-
ers and friends.

TORRANCE OVE

Torrance has paid to Los
schools of Torrance, Mrs. Evel

Monday night. This money, i

Hillman R. Lee
Elected to L. A.
Gouncil Board

« Election of Hillman Lee to
the executive board of the Los
Angeles Area Council, Boy

Scouts of America, as represen-
tative of the Harbor District has
been announced. by Floyd W.
Forker, president,

He is one of the 33 civic and

MacDonneil

Heads Harbor

Ghambers

Pat MacDonneil, well known
in Torrance and Gardena, was
elected president of the Harbor
District Chambers of Commerce
at a meeting held last Thursday
in Compton,

MacDonneil, who headed the
district and’ regional war hous-
ing offices, with headquarters in
Torrance, now is the executive
secretary of Gardena Valley
Chamber of Commerce,

The officers will be installed
at Long Beach on Jan, 18,

Other officers elected are:

Vice presidents, Hugh Tiner,
W. J. Crock, Gertrude Austin,
Roscoe Sevier, George Larson,

Secretary, Lynn Ballard.

. Treasurer, Frederick Pymm.

Congressman Clyde Doyle,
Long Beach, was the principal
speaker,

Fire 'Ilestroys
$7500 Hay Pile

Spontaneous combustion was
blamed when fire Tuesday
morning destroyed $7500 worth
of hay at Lomita blvd, and
Broadwell ave, Harbor City,
owned by Tom Dalape, dairy-
man, Harbor district firemen
who fought the blaze, for' hours
after it broke out at 1:59 a.m,,
said the pile of baled hay ap-
proximated 200 tons,

| Local Man Is

Fined $100 for
Drunk Driving

Carl Suttle, of Torrance, was
found guilty of driving an au-
tomobile while under the influ-
ence of intoxicating liquor, in
the City Court Tuesday.

Suttle had entered a plea of
not guilty to the charge and
asked for a court trial.

After hearing * the evidence,
Judge Otto B, Willett pro-
nounced Suttle guilty as charged
by Torrance police, and fined
the man $100,

HAVE HOUSE GUEST

Mr, and Mrs. N. H, Cucecl
have been entertaining as
their house guest this week,

Miss Sue Stephenson of Ful-

lerton.

leaders who comprise

the policy making executive
group.
Simultaneous with .. the = an-

Forker

that Scout units of thé area had
made 1944 their greatest year
of achievement.  Accomplish-
ments included:
Distributign by Scouts and
Cubs of more than 300,000 war
posters and many hundreds of
thousands additional for War
Chest, Red Cross, Army, Navy,
Marines, relief groups and the
War Manpower Commission.

Sale of 33,138 bonds totaling
$1,846,575 in the Fifth War Loan
drive.
Collection of more than 4,200,
000 pounds of  wastepaper for
salvage. .

CUNNINGHAM
ADDED TO
HONOR ROLL

ningham, 1723 Gramercy ave.,
son of Mr. and Mrs, M, C. Cun-
ningham, belongs on the Tor-
rance service roll, and it in-
creases the number of Torrance
district men who have made the
supreme sacrifice for their coun-
try.in World War II to 37, ¥
Cunningham died in action in
the Southwest Pacific early this
year, the casualty being an-
nounced on April 20, 1944, His
name was inadvertently left off
the honor rolls, previously pub-
lished, but it has been added to
duly” honor the memory of the
young soldier, :
The fact that Jason H, Cas-
tillo was wounded in action with
the army in Europe was re-
vealed this week.

Torrance Girl
Finds Valuables

Doris Lewis, 1501 W, 210th st.,
Torrance, was praised Monday
by San Pedro police officers to
whom she handed over a purse
she had found lodged: between
a telephone booth and

wall at Ninth st, and Pacific
ave. The purse, stolen some
time ago from a Los Angeles
wonman, contained 47 §$25 war
bonds and eight $50 bonds and
a quantity of jewels,

VISIT ENDS
Mrs. Robert J, Carson and
daughter, Karen, of 915 Ama-.
pola ave., will return Sunday
following a month's visit in
Fort Collins, Colo, with Mrs.

Carson's parents,

The name of Private Dan Cun-|

RPAYMENTS TO

L.A. SCHOOLS ENOUGH TO BUILD
COMPLETE $1,200,000 PLART

Angeles city schools since 1933

$1,200,000 over and above what it has cost to operate the

lyn Carr, chairman of the Tor-

rance Parents’ 'Association, told members of the Kiwanis club

t was pointed out, would com-
*pletely pay for a high school
plant second to none inthe west-
ern United States for a town of
Torrance’s . wealth and popula-
tion,

As it is, Torrance, with this
wealth has the poorest schools
and’' equipment while Los An-
geles spends Torrance's money
to suit itself, she said.

Mrs, Carr’s talk was acclaimed
by “the Kiwanis club members,
and she pointed out that’ Los
Angeles will be bonding Tor-
rance to build schools elsewhere
in Los Angeles after the war,
whether or not Torrance gets
any new buildings, which is.
doubtful as none are planned.

“Now-is-the time-to strike be-
cause of the small bonded in-
debtedness. charged to Torrance,’”
Mrs. Carr said. “Los Angeles
will spend millions’upon millions
for schools after ‘the war and
we of Torrapce will pay for
them. Doctor Evans himself
said that there is no building
program for Torrance.”

“Torrance has allowed some-
one else to do the job it is re-
sponsible for long «enough,” Mrs.
Carr said,

% “Do It Yourself”

“The time has come when the
people of Torrance must take
to heart the maxim, ‘if you
want ‘a job done well, do it

“ | yourself,’

* “We have heen told that Tor-
rance has ‘growing pains.’ That
stage is past.  Torrance is com-
ing of age; and the greatest sin-
gle step of advancement it could
possibly. make now is to take
over the management of its own
schools—in ordeér tp do the job
well,” 4

When asked how Torrance
would fare concerning the
shortage of teachers and equip-
ment to be replaced, she stated
“no worse than any other sys-
tem,” and perhaps better be-
cause of higher salaries we
‘would be able to pay. Also,
this is a long range program.
“Surely, we are.not going to be
so short-sighted as to let a tem-
porary - condition keep us from
achieving a precious and lasting
goal,” Mrs, Carr declared.
John Stroh, chief of police and
a Kiwanian brought out in the
(Continued on Page 5)

Trailer Issue
May Result In
Warm Hearing

Trailer dwellers, with no place
to go, will present to Torrance
City Cbuncil a new slant on life
at the meeting scheduled for
next Tuesday, it is indicated by
the response that Chief of Po-
lice John Stroh is getting to the
notice to “get into trailéer camps
or else,” being served at the di-
rection of the council,

“What are we going to do?
We cannot buy, we cannot rent!
We have bought trailers as a
last resort and feel obligated to
remain in the immediate area of
our war jobs. Must we pay
additional tribute for the privi-
lege of'living in a trailer camp?”
‘The above paragraph sums up
the ' attitude of a 'majority of
the trailer dwellers, it was said,
Because of the warning, at least
one trailer owner has moved
out of the area of hls war job.
This means more gasoline and
tires to be expended in getting
to his job, it was pointed out.
Another trailer dweller has a
family of six children and his
wife in a trailer mounted.on a
truck in Walteria. He cannot
set the trailer on the ground be-
cause the city will not permit
it, yet he is living in the trailer
on the truck on his own real
property, with a couple of tents
in addition, to stay close to his
own land and his job.' The city
has ordered him to get off his
own land and into a trailer
camp or face court action,
That the coungil's recent move
in ordering Chief Stroh to give
notice to the trailer dwellers to .
abide by the old city ordinance
or face court action will result
in a warm hearing was the pre-
diction of many residents of the
city,




